CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Minutes of the Fine Arts Faculty Council 


Wednesday, May 28, 1980 


Present: Chairman: A. Pinsky; Mrs, Anne Adams; Asst. Prof. W. Bottenberg; 
Assoc. Dean E.F. Cooke; Assoc. Prof. S. Friedland; Assoc. Prof. 
C. Gabriel-Lacki; Asst. Dean G. Gross; Mr. Dominic Hardy; 
Asst. Prof. P. Kohler; Lecturer W. Krol; Asst. Prof. D. Pariser; Dr. R. Parker; 
Prof. W. Sanderson; Ms. Loren Singer; Asst.Prof. R. Staley 


Guests: Asst. Prof. Reesa Greenberg, Lecturer J. Levitin 


if There were no minutes available for approval. 
2. There were no Chairman's Remarks. 
3 Since the May 20th meeting of Faculty Council lacked a quorum, the 


Chairman asked that Council now ratify the list of graduating students 
for Spring Convocation. 


3.1*Motion: (Cooke, Friedland) "that Council ratify the list of graduating students 
for Spring convocation from the Council meeting of May 20, 1980” 


PASSED 
a: Curriculum 


Asst. Dean Gross informed Council members that the "Specialization in 
Photography" had been approved in principle at the Senate meeting held on 
May 23, 1980. 

He also informed Counci] that the Graduate Diploma in Art Therapy was 
passed by Senate at the same meeting. 


Dean Gross noted that the second part of Curriculum Report No. 21 will 
be forwarded for Senate's approval for their October meeting. Three items 
still requiring Council's approval are the following;- 


1) Change in Name for the Major in Fine Arts 


4.1*Motion: (Gross, Lacki) “that Council move the change in title of the Major in 
Fine Arts to Major in Inter-related Arts" 


PASSED 


2) B.F.A. in Cinema 


The proposed revision to the Major in Cinema was being made to allow 
more flexability within the program. A set of three options would 
allow students in Cinema to choose their electives within the major 
program. 


4.2*Motion: (Gross, Kohler) “that Council move the adoption of the proposed Major 
in Cinema with three options: Option A-Film Production, Option B-Film 
Animation and Option C-Film Studies" 


PASSED 
3) Major in Studio Art 
4. 3*Motion: (Gross, Pariser) "that Council move the adoption of the proposed BFA 
Major in Studio Art with two options: Option A-Studio and Option B-Art 


Education" 


The Chairman questioned whether this proposal was a good one since putting 
Art Education as an option under studio art the program would lose its 
identity. The program would be a studio art major with an art education 
component. He questioned the advisability of such a change. 


Asst. Prof. Staley noted that the proposal did not give equal weighting to 
all art education aspects and that it appeared to be all studio. 


Dean Gross explained that the purpose of the proposed options would allow 
studio art to be an elective rather than an option and in addition would 
allow elementary teachers the opportunity to learn something about the 
teaching of art without having to follow the certification route. 


Prof. Parker also noted that the proposal would accommodate art education 
majors and art therapy majors in studio arts. 


After considerable discussion it was noted that the current Major in Studio 
Art could accommodate any requests students may have regarding options in 
both art therapy and art education and that adding two courses did not make 
up a valid Option. 


The question was called and DEFEATED 


Photography 

The Specialization in Photography was passed in principle at the last meeting 
of Council, however, Assoc. Prof. Parker wished to make the following 
motion: - 


4.4*Motion: 


4.5*Motion: 


(Parker, Kohler) "move that the Divisional Curriculum Committee 
open discussion with representatives from Art History and Photography 
regarding the content and jurisdiction of three courses, C350, C451 
and C452, as proposed in the new Specialization in Photography. A 
final report to be submitted to Faculty Council in Fall, 1980." 


Assoc. Prof. Parker explained that both the Divisional Committee and the 
Faculty Curriculum Committee had passed the photography specialization, 
however, the Art History section had questioned the content of certain 

of the photography courses. There was the question of the relationship 
between art history and the whole studio area. There were other areas 
also wishing to offer courses of an historical nature, such as crafts and 
graphic design and the Faculty will need to formulate some sort of policy 
regarding the nature of courses with an art history component which could 
be offered in each Section. 


The Chairman noted that if the courses as described were academically 
viable then it was simply axadministrative question as to who would be 
responsible for those courses. The academic credibility of the courses 
was Council's responsibility to decide upon and not the administrative process. 
He noted that both these items could not be contained in the same motion, 
therefore, he ruled that the motion was out of order as stated. 

The problem at hand was not a jurisdictional one but rather the academic 
credibility of the proposed courses. 


Assoc. Prof. Parker agreed, however, he explained that a discussion would 
have to take place at the Divisional level regarding the content of the 
proposed courses. 


Prof. Cooke reminded Council members that the Photography Specialization 

had already been passed by Council "in principle" and that it was his 
understanding that once through Senate the proposal would go forward to the 
Government for consideration. He noted, however, that future discussions 
regarding the courses could always take place and changes suggested and made 
at a later date. 


Asst. Prof. Greenberg noted that it was the academic structure of the 
programme which had been approved in principle and that there still remained 
the question of the ratio of studio art to art history. The actual content 
of the courses was also still very much at issue. There needed to be a 
formal manner within which further discussions could take place. 


Assoc. Prof. Parker then proposed the following motion: - 


(Parker, Cooke) "that the jurisdiction and content of courses Photo C350, 
C451 and C452 be discussed at the Divisional level" 


PASSED 


Prot. Cooke asked whether the Division would make the final report to 
Council and Associate Prof. Parker replied that it would. 


The Chairman explained that normally Faculty Council would not accept 
recommendations from a Divisional Committee and that Council had charged 
the Faculty Curriculum Committee with veting all curriculum material. 

He hoped, however, that formality would not prevent ideas coming through 
alternate routes and he noted that, in this case, the normal procedure 
would not be followed. The Divisional Committee would make its report 
directly to Faculty Council. 


Faculty Library Committee Proposal 


Lecturer J. Levitin, Chairman of the Faculty Library Committee put forward 
to Council two proposals;- the Proposal for a Visual Arts Library, 

Sir George Williams Campus and Recommendations from the Fine Arts Library 
Committee regarding the Proposed New Library Building. 


With respect to the academic proposal Prof. Levitin noted that a separate 

and specific place had been proposed within the new Library for a Visual 

Arts Section. Regarding Performing Arts a separate report regarding 
alterations to the Vanier Library would be forwarded at a later date, although 
the Committee was aware that there was the possibility that Performing Arts 
could move to the Sir George Williams Campus. 


In this regard Assoc. Prof. Friedland felt that the proposal presently 

tabled for Council's approval should include a provision for a Performing Arts 
recommendation. He noted that a Visual Arts Library at Sir George Williams 
Campus was very evident within the report, however, he was concerned that 
Performing Arts was not included at all by the Report of the Fine Arts Faculty 
Library Committee. 


Prof. Levitin explained that perhaps the wording should be changed and 

Visual Arts replaced with Fine Arts at every point in the document or instead, 
another section added for Performing Arts in the downtown proposal. The 
preamble could also be changed. 


Asst. Prof. Greenberg noted Prof. Friedland's concerns should Performing 
Arts move downtown. The Senate Library Committee should be made aware of 
Fine Arts total needs since this would determine how they view this 
proposal and the allocation of space. 


Dean Pinsky informed Council that the University planned to campaign to 
collect money for improvements to the Vanier Library and for a new Library 
Building downtown. With regard to the movement of Performing Arts, a decision 
should made about provisions for Performing Arts wherever its location is 
going to be and that there should be no delay in making recommendations for 
Fine Arts library space. 


5.1*Motion: 


5.2*Motion: 


6. 


*Motion: 


Prof. Greenberg noted that the Senate Library Committee required their 
information no later than July Ist, 1980. This particular proposal 
indicates very specialized needs where specific problems have been 
identified regarding the disposition, allocation and quality of material 
needing to be housed in that space. In this respect, the Report should 
not be delayed in forwarding to the Senate Committee. 


(Sanderson, Staley) “that Council move the acceptance of this 

proposal as Part I of the Faculty of Fine Arts Library Committee, Part II 
to be submitted as soon as possible concerning the Performing Arts 
Libraryvis 


PASSED 


With respect to the recommendations made by the Fine Arts Library Committee 
the following motion was noted, 


(Sanderson, Bottenberg) "move that the recommendations from the Fine 
Arts Library Committee regarding the proposed new Library Building be 
accepted and forwarded to the Senate Library Committee and any other body 
which might be considered influential in enacting the substance of the 
recommendations." 


PASSED 


Since this was the last occasion on which Dean Alfred Pinsky would 
preside over Council, Prof. Cooke took the opportunity, on behalf of both 
the members of Council and the Faculty at large, to put forward a motion 
expressing our thanks and our appreciation for all of the efforts and 
energies Dean Pinsky expended in support of the Faculty of Fine Arts. 


"We are all very grateful and we all extend our very best wishes 
for a well earned and successful sabbatical leave." E.F. Cooke 


PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 


